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Abu-1 Kalam Azad, one of the outstanding men in Islam
in India to-day. For thirty years he has been the principal
leader of those who wished to put liberal Islam into practice.
Because he is even more important as a politician than as
an intellectual, we shall reserve him for treatment under
Islamic politics. But he is an eminent and thoroughly
profound scholar of Islam and of religion ; his scholarship
being liberal in the very best sense, and remarkably exhaus-
tive. He has a place in the front rank of the 'ulama ;
he is also among the foremost of the moderns. Probably
no other Muslim in the country is equally intelligent, aware,
informed, and at the same time a theologian. His Islam is
humanitarian. He takes its humanitarianism seriously ; and
acts upon it. He refuses to deduce modern ideas directly
from the Qur'an ; but by applying the * eternal spirit * of the
Qur'an to modern problems, he arrives at second remove
at the politics which for thirty years has placed him among
the most important of his country's progressive leaders.